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A graduate of the 2nd Session of the Wisdom Project 2013 Class, Peter remained an
active member of our organization, most notably serving in the role of treasurer for
several years and as president in 2021. Peter led us that year through Zoom
meetings due to the Covid Shut Down and then as we returned to in-person
sessions. In addition to Wisdom Project 2030, Peter was also active in Hall County. In
2023, Wisdom Project 2030’s first Leadership Award was named in recognition of his
support and dedication to our program and to the community. We are grateful for
Peter’s friendship and his many contributions to Wisdom Project 2030.

IN MEMORY OF PETER CLAYMORE
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

 Duane Hinshaw

Thank you for taking the time to check out what Wisdom
Project 2030 accomplished in 2024!  Reviewing these fill us
with pride and excitement as we begin a new year!   

We hope everyone associated with Wisdom Project 2030 is
also proud. Wisdom Project 2030 is a one-of-a-kind world
class organization that dynamically impacts the Hall County
community by  motivating, educating, and engaging local
citizens over age 55 to bring a meaningful impact to our
region. These men and women are putting into action their
unique skills and vast wisdom developed over their lifetimes.

Approximately 12 years ago, as a part of the Greater Hall Chamber Vision 2030 Initiative, this
organization was just a dream of what might be possible. With the support of the Chamber in
our beginning, Brenau University during our transition, and now the University of North
Georgia, the Wisdom Project has established itself as an independent non-profit organization
that is a true force and important part of the fabric of Hall County.

In this Annual Report, you will see just how extensive and dynamic this organization is. It is
truly amazing that all our work is accomplished with dedicated volunteers and no paid
employees. Over my career I have worked closely with hundreds of non-profits across the
country and none have accomplished so much with so little revenue. What Wisdom
Project 2030 does have is an army of very special people who share of themselves to
benefit others.

Rather than my summarizing here all that  happened in 2024, I encourage you to review
the remainder of this Annual Report to get a glimpse of the amazing work of Wisdom
Keepers. Our core component, the Wisdom Project Program, graduated a record of 24
exceptional people who I know will go on to have tremendous impact on our community
... in fact they already are!  As you will see in the following pages, our Projects continue to
grow and do great things for other organizations and people in need.  Our Wisdom
Keepers also volunteer throughout the community in so many ways that it is difficult to
track it all.

As we continue to grow and have even greater impact, we must give a big thank you to
those who support the Wisdom Project in so many ways. And most importantly, thank you
to all our Wisdom Keepers that give of themselves. You define what it means to “live a life
of purpose.”  As Margaret Mead said, “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed, citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”



About Us

Wisdom Project 2030 leverages the skills, expertise and initiative of seniors 55+ for
meaningful, personal involvement and impactful community improvement.

Our Mission: 

Our Beginning
Wisdom Project 2030 is a non-profit, educational and senior leadership organization in Hall
County.  We began in 2012 under the Vision 2030 Initiative of the Greater Hall County Chamber
of Commerce and formally incorporated as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization in 2019.

Our Vision: 
Wisdom Project 2030 will be a national model for senior engagement, leadership, and
community improvement.

Our Values:
Wisdom Project 2030 incorporates the following values in all dealings with members,
partners, the public, and local governments:

•  Integrity
•  Transparency
•  Innovation
•  Collaboration
•  Inclusiveness

We Believe In:  

•  Service to Community
•  Advocacy for Identified Community Issues & Needs
•  Connectedness
•  Fun/Friendships

The Wisdom Project 2030 Program was developed to connect our members to the needs of our
community and to improve Hall County through action and advocacy. The program schedules
seven full-day and three half-day sessions that lead to a Class Graduation and Celebration.  
Sessions are normally held between August and November and are designed to provide
dynamic, informational interactions with individuals and leaders throughout the Hall County
area.  Sessions educate and inform participants about the concerns expressed by community
leaders and encourage participants to think about ways to improve our community.

Our Program: 

Social
Services
1.5 days

Arts
&

Entertainment
Health
CareKick Off Graduation

Celebration
Business Education Government

In partnership with
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Contributions to Our Community
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At a Glance:  2024 Highlights

In addition to providing various projects for our community, Wisdom Project 2030 also
serves as a conduit to let our members know of specific needs of many local
organizations and non-profits. Our members may become volunteers with these
organizations or help with occasional events and programs in an informal “as-needed”
capacity. In addition, Wisdom Keepers give presentations at local meetings and
volunteer fairs to inform our community about Wisdom Project 2030 and invite Seniors
Age 55+ to join us!  Below are some of this year’s highlights.

Organizational Strength
New Wisdom Keeper Graduates this year:  24            Total Graduates Since 2012:  287
Active Members in 2024:  103                                           Total Projects Completed Since 2012:  29

C
O

M
P

LE
TE

D
P

R
O

JE
C

TS
A

C
TI

V
E

P
R

O
JE

C
TS

V
O

LU
N

TE
ER

A
C

TI
V

IT
IE

S

IMPROVE
HEALTH

STRENGTHEN
COMMUNITY

EMPOWER
YOUTH

LIFT THE 
LIVES OF ELDERS

LOOPING 
EVERYONE IN

INFORMED
TRAUMA

VOLUNTEER 
SERVICES
DATA BASE

READING TO 
ADULTS with
DEMENTIA

FERST READER
TUTORS

IMPROVING LONG-
TERM CARE
OPTIONS

GOOD NEWS at
NOON COMMUNITY
GARDEN

NORTH GEORGIA 
WORKS MEAL
PROGRAM

YOUTH
DEVELOPMENT
HIRING FAIR

PLAN in a CAN 
PROGRAM
with NGHS

STREET EXIT
for the
UNHOUSED

FAMILY CONNECTION
RESOURCE FAIR with
NGHS

CLOTHING with a 
PURPOSE

HIRING FAIR and
CAREER EXPO 
at the HUB

BASICS
PROGRAM with
UNITED WAY of
HALL COUNTY
and INK



2024 Projects 
Projects are how Wisdom Keepers work to support Hall County and beyond.  Our members
initiate projects after learning about problems or opportunities from community leaders.
Working together with community organizations ensures sustainable results.  

We are proud of the following projects that were completed in 2024 and the projects that
are still active and will continue in 2025.  We extend our thanks to all Wisdom Keepers who
give their time and efforts to improve our community!  More information about each project
follows.   

Wisdom Project’s TOTAL HOURS spent volunteering in active projects in 2024 was over 2,000
hours, our largest total hours recorded to date!  Moreover, this total does not include an
individual Wisdom Keeper’s work outside of active projects, including volunteer activities,
collaborations, chairperson’s time,  or new class time developing project ideas.

2024 Annual Report
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Completed Project #1:  Looping Everyone In

Objective:  Improve Health

Hearing Loops are special sound systems that

use a magnetic signal to directly transmit sound

to hearing aids. This allows the user to hear the

sound to the specifications of how their hearing

aids are programed. Joy Bolt chaired a team of

Wisdom Keepers including Linda Harrell,

Tommy Randolph, Wayne Wilson, Mike Hill,

Janice Young, Susan Longley, and Gary Vogel.  

They worked with Gainesville High School’s

Theater Department to successfully demonstrate

the loop system at a performance preview of The

Little Mermaid. The Theater Department Director

expanded the school’s participation to include a

lesson on diverse audiences.  Attendees at the

demonstration included representatives from the

Arts Council and Gainesville First United

Methodist Church who are considering

installation of a hearing loop. 

Wisdom Keepers attended the preview
and demonstration of the loop system at
Gainesville High School’s performance of
The Little Mermaid.
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Wisdom Keepers Carol Reed, Janie Wolf-Smith,

and Deborah Ames worked in partnership with

the Hall-Dawson County Court Appointed Special

Advocates (CASA) and Brenau University to

expand materials to increase awareness and

support for the impacts of trauma, particularly

among foster children. They engaged a Ph.D.

intern to conduct panel discussions and organize

a three-part Zoom meeting Book Club with CASA

based on the book, What Happened to You?  The

team identified resource needs and developed a

framework for toolkits to assist foster parents,

teachers, volunteers, churches, and others that

work with children who have experienced trauma.

Completed Project #3:  Volunteer Services Database 

Objective:  Strengthen Community

To support initiatives to increase awareness and support of on-line

resources that give access to social service providers in Hall County,

Wisdom Keeper Gary Vogel worked with “Unite Us,” a social care

network established between Northeast Georgia Health System and

the United Way. The “Unite Us” platform offers electronic referrals

and communication between nonprofits and service organizations

and helps to connect local individuals and families to the social

services they need. It also enables the organizations to recruit

volunteers and list any needs of donation items.  Gary participated

in the 2024 “Hall County's Week of Caring” and will continue

volunteering to encourage social service organizations to enroll and

enter their services and needs into the “Unite Us” System.

They developed a Digital Resource Book Club on the topic of trauma with Brenau, the

University of North Georgia, and Lanier Tech for students enrolled in medical related

classes. The Occupational Therapy program at Brenau includes the material in their

curriculum and CASA uses the materials in their training.

The  Informed Trauma Awareness project
supports foster children and others who
have experienced trauma in their lives. 

Gary Vogel



Continued ...
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Completed Project #4:  Reading to Adults with Dementia
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Objective:  Lift the Lives of Elders

Wisdom Keepers developed a pilot program with documentation

on how to set up and execute a reading program for seniors with

dementia at Phoenix Senior Living in Gainesville. The team was led

by Bruce Leyton and included Michael Lipsitt, Kathie Wilson,

Belinda Dickey, Diane Rooks, Jeff Gorham, Sandee Gorham, and

Pat Hammond. The program promotes social engagement and

reduces isolation for Phoenix Senior Living residents, provides a

new channel and sense of purpose for program volunteers, and

establishes measures and metrics to use in assessing program

outcomes. Project ownership was transferred to the Beyond

Dementia Coalition for further distribution. 

Completed Project #5:  Improving Long-Term Care Options

Wisdom Keepers began investigating how to bring innovative

skilled nursing to Hall County in 2017, based on a person-

centered care model delivered in a small home environment

where the Elder defines what is “home.” Despite early

optimism about forming local partnerships to bring this

model to Hall County, legislative barriers prevented success. In

2021, the team changed focus to educate lawmakers about

those barriers and to advocate for legislative changes to

improve long-term care across Georgia. They worked with the

Georgia Council on Aging’s Co-Age for three years without

success to introduce legislation to establish a study

committee to examine barriers and identify opportunities to

expand long-term care options in Georgia. Efforts to achieve

change for Georgians continue through Co-Age. The team was

led by Carol Hanlon and included over the years Wisdom

Keepers Nan Carvell, Bob Byrne, Diane Rooks, Brad

Baucom, Phyllis Shalvey, Kay Reis, Nancy Moore, Louise

Forrester, Angela Sparks, Mike Freeman, Ellen Ewing, Steve

Naughton, Jen Smith, and Roy Smith.

Carol Hanlon will continue
to advocate for  innovative
care for seniors via Georgia
legislature and lawmakers. 

 Bruce Leyton led the
team of Wisdom Keepers.
  



2024 Annual Report

Completed Project #6:  Ferst Reader Tutors

9

Objective:  Empower Youth

Wisdom Keepers Lois Dillard, Anne Horne, Rick Reed,
Nedra Byers, Pat Hammond, and Ron Crews, led by Lisa
Giblin, researched the possibility to establish a Ferst Readers
Program partnership between older students and younger
children in Hall County. They had planned through a pilot
program to connect older students interested in a future
career in education with young children in Day Care and
Pre-K programs and have them read together using the
Ferst Readers books and resources. The attempted pilot
highlighted the need to build support with school system
management from the beginning of the project for future
implementation by interested teachers and students

Active Project #1   Good News at Noon Community Garden

Wisdom Keepers Jean Mason and Lisa Brown are working in coordination with the Hall
County Extension Coordinator, a Master Gardener, and the Good News at Noon
Community Coordinator to develop a community garden at Good News at Noon. In
addition to building lifestyle skills for residents, classes will encourage their involvement in
the garden and provide Good News at Noon with a variety of fresh vegetables.

Projects Continuing into 2025 

 Committee Head Lisa Giblin

Wisdom Keepers visit raised garden beds as part of the plans to
develop an expanded community vegetable garden. 

Objective: Strengthen Community
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Team Members and volunteers are
planning the 2025 Career Expo Fair.

Active Project #2  North Georgia Works Meal Program

Wisdom Keeper Gary Vogel is leading a group to kick-
start a meal program for the men at North Georgia
Works, an organization that houses from 30 to 40 men
without homes who are working towards self-
sufficiency to become contributing members of our
community. The team will  contact local restaurants and
business leaders to solicit their assistance to provide one
meal a month for the NGW residents.

Under the leadership of Caroline Colonna and Michael Lipsitt, the Career Fair and Expo
started as a Gainesville High School youth development project.  The goal is to have
students apply for jobs and get an interview scheduled at the event. More than 20 Hall
County businesses participated with Wisdom Keepers on hand to assist over 200 students
in completing applications, rehearse for interviews, and apply for jobs that matched each
student’s abilities or interests. Plans are in place to hold another fair in 2025.

Active Project #3  Youth Development Hiring Fair 

Objective: Empower Youth

Save the Date in 2025

https://www.canva.com/design/DAF-s2iJGsI/1xNaXFQHC5S4pSGPmCplSg/edit?utm_content=DAF-s2iJGsI&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton


Kick Off:  Tracy Lees-Grant

Social Services Session:  Sandee & Jeff Gorham

Government Session:  Phillippa Lewis Moss

Healthcare Session:  Jolinda Martin 

Education Session:  Beverly Nordholtz 

Business, Industry, and Agriculture Session:  Cathy Sexton 

Arts and Entertainment Session:  Tracy Troutman

Round Up Session:  Julie Ferguson & Project Oversight Committee

Graduation:  Cindy Staszak  

2024 Program

Program sessions began in August and culminated with the Class Graduation in early
November. Thank you to Wisdom Keeper Tracy Lees-Grant, Chair, for spearheading  a  
successful 2024 Program and to the Program Committee for their creativity,
organization, and countless behind-the-scenes hours given to the eight full-day sessions. 

Program Committee members also supported each class and kept each day running
smoothly.  Marsha Lehr helped set up, clean up, and place directional signs. Candace
Lovell ensured all agendas and contact lists were printed and ready for participants.  
Amy Youngblood managed payment for the program’s supplies and lunches. 

Each Session Leader designed a day to give participants an opportunity to maximize
learning about Hall County. The many responsibilities included: creating working
session themes and agendas, finding and scheduling speakers, arranging venues, and
coordinating a myriad of details.  Thank you to:  

2024 Annual Report
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Wisdom Project
2024 Program Graduates

Program Graduates become "Wisdom Keepers."  Wisdom Keepers may engage in specific
projects, advocate on specific issues, volunteer with, or offer leadership to community
organizations. After graduation, bi-monthly meetings and lunches enable members to
continue learning about opportunities and to use their life experiences for community
needs. Participation encourages fellowship and networking among Wisdom Keepers and
often leads to stronger project outcomes, social opportunities, and lasting friendships.  We
are excited to welcome the graduates of our 2024 Program!  

2024 Annual Report
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Our 2024 Volunteer Stars! 

We have always been proud of all our Wisdom Keepers and their contributions to our
community.  During the year, the Board recognizes individuals for their work and
volunteer hours. Through our “Star Program," we highlight these Wisdom Keepers on
our website, newsletters, and  social media. 

2024 Annual Report
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Thank you to Wisdom Keeper ﻿Cindy Staszak for planning and coordinating each meeting.  We
are very appreciative of the generosity of time and knowledge from individuals and
organizations who speak at our Member Meetings and Luncheons.  These presentations help
Wisdom Keepers learn more about the community, stay current on community needs, and
find opportunities to contribute towards those needs.  

January Lunch & Learn:  Wisdom Keeper Cindy Staszak introduced our  graduates from the
WP  Class of 23.  Wisdom Keeper Julie Ferguson presented the new graduates’ projects and
facilitated break-out groups between  seasoned Wisdom Keepers and the new committees. 

Investing in Members:   Lunch and
Learn Meetings & Socials

December:   Annual Member Meeting and Luncheon
In addition to meeting to conduct the organization’s business,
Wisdom Keepers gathered to celebrate the Holiday Season.

November: Program Graduation:  Wisdom Keepers celebrated the
graduation of twenty-four participants from the 2024 Wisdom
Project Program with a ceremony and cocktail event held on top of
the Carroll Daniel Construction Building. 

March Lunch & Learn:   Bariatric Surgeon Eric Velaquez, MD, MBA,
FACS, FASMBS, discussed the intricacies of obesity as a disease and
presented information from  his latest book “Losing Weight Gaining
Life.”  He also  held a  special book signing for Wisdom Keepers.

April Seminar:  Wisdom Keepers participated in a 4-week Personal
Awareness & Safety Program at University of North Georgia.

July Lunch & Learn:  After a quick update of plans and activities,
Wisdom Keepers enjoyed a very helpful and interesting presentation
from Karin Hicks, Master Gardener. 

August:  Following the first day of our 2024 Program, Wisdom
Keepers held an “After First Day Kick-Off” for class participants to
meet and speak with WP Board Members and Leaders. 

2024 Annual Report

May Social:  Wisdom Keepers had fun at the “Run for the Roses”  
Kentucky Derby-themed Social, complete with Derby Hats and
lots of good food and drink.  

May Lunch & Learn:  Wisdom Keepers toured the Northeast
Georgia Health System Care Traffic Control  Center and met with
physicians and staff to learn more about the efficient care delivery
system, including patient flow strategies, length of stay, and
discharge barriers.
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Wisdom Project Socials 
2024 Annual Report
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Wisdom Project 2030 Organization extends our gratitude to these
organizations who play a key role in supporting our growth and development:

Thank You to Our
Community Partners

2024 Annual Report

16



Individual Sponsors: 
Richard Osborne 

David Stewart

Wisdom Project 2030  
Partners, Sponsors, and Contributors

Partners:
Carroll Daniel Construction

University of North Georgia Institute for Healthy Aging

University of North Georgia

Jackson EMC

Quinlan Visual Arts Center

We extend our thanks and appreciation to these organizations and individuals for
making our new 2024 Wisdom Project Program Class and Graduation possible. 

Food Sponsors:
John Bush - Mellow Mushroom

Drew Echols - Jaemor Farms

Gainesville-Hall Senior Life Center 

Northeast Georgia Health System

2024 Annual Report

The Board of Wisdom Project 2030
thanks outgoing Greater Hall County
Chamber of Commerce President, Kit
Dunlap, for her unwavering support of
our formation in 2012 and development
over the subsequent years. We are
pleased to recognize Kit as an Honorary
Member of Wisdom Project 2030!

Kit Dunlap
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Presenters and Sponsors
of our 2024 Class Program

Session 6:  Arts and Entertainment Day 
The Arts Council
Elachee Nature Center
Explore Gainesville
Gainesville Parks and Recreation Foundation
Gainesville Theater Alliance
Hall County Chamber of Commerce Vision 2030 
Jarrad - Burch Foundation
Lakeview Academy Theater
Master Gardeners
North Hall High School Theater
The Quinlan Visual Arts Center

Northeast Georgia Health System
Northeast Georgia Medical Center Cancer
       Treatment & Research

Session 5:  Business, Industry, and 
Agriculture Day 
Bourbon Brothers/Boot Barn Hall
Carroll Daniel Construction
Georgia Poultry Federation
Georgia Poultry Laboratory
Greater Hall Chamber of Commerce
Green Box Mushrooms
Hopewell Farms
Jaemor Farms
Kubota Manufacturing Company of
      America Corporation
Puzzle Piece Pastries
Round Table Advisors 

Session 4:  Education Day
Brenau University - BULLI
Gainesville City School System
Gainesville High School
Hall County School System
Horizon Academy
Lakeview Academy
Lanier Technical College
SISU, Integrated Early Learning
University of North Georgia

2024 Annual Report

We appreciate the organizations, businesses, industries, and individuals for giving their time to the
Wisdom Project Program. Their presentations, tours, and discussions enable our participants  to
learn about Hall County  and identify community needs and potential Wisdom Keeper projects. 

Kick Off Session 
UNG – Institute for Healthy Aging
NGHS - Advanced Directive Department 
              and Plan in a Can
Wisdom Project 2030 Project Chairs:
       • Green House
       • Mental Health First Aid
       • Beyond Dementia Coalition
       • Hall In for Hearing
       • Gardens for Good News at Noon

Session 1:  Social Services Day 
Beyond Dementia
BLOOM
Boys & Girls Clubs of Lanier
CASA
Center Point
Family Promise
Gainesville Housing Authority
Gainesville Housing and Special Projects
Good News at Noon
Hispanic Alliance
Legacy Link
MOW  Senior  Community Center
Ninth District Opportunity
North Georgia Community Foundation
North  Ga Food Bank
Salvation Army
Sunshine Seniors
United Way of Hall County

Session 2:  Government Day
Atlanta Regional Commission - Census
City of Gainesville
Gainesville-Hall County Community Services
Gainesville Hall Metropolitan Planning Org. 
Gainesville Housing
Hall Area Transit
Hall County Government
Hall County Sheriff’s Office

Session 3:  Health Care Day
Georgia Council on Recovery
HOPE for Georgia Moms State Maternal
       Health Innovation Program 18



Jolinda Martin
Ex Officio

Kim Melton Beverly Nordholz

Susan Moss
Vice President 

Duane Hinshaw
 President  

Jerry Butler
Secretary 

Amy Youngblood 
Treasurer 

Phyllis Solgere  Jennifer Stowell  Gary Vogel

2024 Board of
Directors

Mike Hill Tracy Lees-Grant Cathey Sexton
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We’re proud that our organization once again
earned the Platinum Seal of Transparency
offered by GuideStar, the world’s leading source
of nonprofit information. The Platinum Seal
indicates that Wisdom Project 2030 shares clear
and important information with the public on
our non-profit profile about our goals, strategies,
capabilities, and achievements. 

Wisdom Project 2030, Inc:   Wisdom Project 2030 captures the
wisdom of Hall County residents, age 55 and older for the good
of our community.  Our members are graduates of the Wisdom
Project Program and are known as Wisdom Keepers.

General:  The financial statements have been prepared under
the cash basis accounting: revenues and expenses are
recognized at the time cash is received or paid out. Wisdom
Project 2030 is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 

Operations:  Management of activities such as insurance, IT and
marketing.  Member dues are $55 per year. (103 members in
2024 and 95 members in 2023.) Marketing is directed to the
community and potential Wisdom Keepers. Restricted
donations are made for a specific purpose by the donor.

Descriptions: 

Wisdom Project Program:  The Wisdom Project Program
builds a multi-faceted and dynamic view of Gainesville and Hall
County.  Six of the sessions are designed to  identify ways
participants may apply their skills and follow their interests
while contributing to our community.  In the Fall 2024
Program, Wisdom Project 2030 graduated 24 participants who
presented several project ideas and who volunteered
throughout the community.  

Member Meetings:  Monthly meetings offer education and
fellowship among Wisdom Keepers.  During the 2024 year, we
held  lunch meetings at various locations in Gainesville. 

Financial Report

Continued....
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Notes: 

Symposium:  Wisdom Project 2030, Inc. and the UNG Center for
Healthy Aging will host a community symposium "Living Your
Best Life After 55" on March 27, 2025.  $9,500 was received from
sponsorships in 2024 along with payments for venue, speaker
and books.



Financial Report, continued

Continued,...
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Financial Report, continued

Continued...
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Financial Report, continued 2024 Annual Report
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www.wisdomproject2030.org
info@wisdomproject2030.org

Wisdom Project 2030,
Inc.

P.O. Box 581
Gainesville, GA  30503

A 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Corporation
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